LABOUR   AND   MATERIALS   FOR   REBUILDING
The value of the. Act in the matter of supplies might be
debatable, but there could be no doubt of the advantages
derived from its standardization of design. If the citizen could
justly attribute much of his freedom from the handicap of
rising costs to the work of natural causes, he could not possibly
question the help given by the regulation of the mode of his
rebuilding, and whatever loss he may have sustained by the
sacrifice of his freedom to design, he certainly made up in speed
of construction. In many important respects the Act designed
his house for him. The height of the storeys, thickness of the
walls, and front elevation; the materials to be used, the per-
missible scantlings, and the relationship of floor and street
levels, were all laid down.1 Given the dimensions and situation
of a plot, a builder could estimate to a nicety the main cost of
the house which could be built on it. Discussion of its con-
struction could be confined to details, and the bulk of the con-
tract for rebuilding condensed into brief references to the Act.
John Oliver, noting down the particulars of three houses for
which he was to supply a design, mentioned only that there
were to be cisterns, Purbeck paving, sinks in each kitchen,
and leaden funnels to each house of office. All the rest was
comprehended in the phrase 'according to the Act for rebuild:
of the Second Sort of building'.a When it came to an actual
agreement there was the same economy. The contract between
George Ligoe as owner and Thomas Woodstocke and Nicholas
Stapell as builders3 whereby the two latter agreed to build a
pair of houses on Fish Street Hill simply provided for .'two
good and substantiall Messeges ... of the third sort. . , men-
cioned in the late act of Parliament'. Being drawn with the
utmost caution, it amplified this in connection with every part
of the work to which the Act applied. It stipulated that they
1 Ss. i, 3, 5, 7-rz, together with the scantlings and general rules at the end of the
Act.
* Guildhall Lib., MS. 84, Oliver's Surveys^ r, f. 196.
8 Guildhall Recs.t Deeds 94, 3. It is interesting to note that whilst Ligoe is described
as 'citizen and merchant taylor', the two builders, who are definite contractors, were
apparently immigrants, for they are given no description whatever.
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